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EICHARD  BRINSLEY  SHERIDAN,  Esq. 


At 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

8 th  December,  1802. 

li^TR.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  and  delivered  one  of  the  mod 
elegant,  argumentative,  vigorous,  and  impreffive 
ipeeches  ever  heard  within  the  walls  of  Parliament.  It 
was  to  the  following  effect  Sir,  being  in  the  fituation 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  juft  fat 
down,  of  not  being  able  to  agree  precifely  with  any  of  thofe 
who  have  preceded  me,  yet  of  being,  at  the  fame  tipie,  un¬ 
willing  to  give  a  filent  vote  on  the  prefent  occafion,  I  rife 
with  fome  fentiments  of  relu&ance.  There  is  one  thing, 
however,  in  which  we  all  coincide  ;  it  is,  that  the  crifis  in 
which  we  are  placed,  is  To  big  with  tremend''  importance, 
fo  pregnant  with  mighty  difficulties,  r  apprehen- 

fions  and  dangers,  that  the  Hour  .try  have  a 

right  to  know  what  are  the  h.  ie  views  of  thofe 

by  whofe  exertions  we  oe  extricated  from  the 

complication  ofer  and  fnatched  from  the  very 

brink  of  d^r  ,  one  of  the  circumftances  I  moft 

regm  the  references  that  have  been  made 

^  and  abilities  of  perfons  fuppofed  to  be  fit 
.  articular  offices.  I  feel  this  as  a  fubje&  of  regret, 
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and  feeling  fo,  I  am  forry  that  my  bon.  Friend  near  m£ 
made  any  allufion  even  to  one  man,  whom  of  all  men  upon 
earth  I  mod  love  and  refpeft,  becaufe  I  do  view  the  crifis  to 
be  one  of  fuch  moment  and  peril,  and  becaufe,  if  ever  there 
was  a  time  in  which  we  fhould  prove  to  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  that  we  are  above  all  party  feelings,  that  we  are  above 
all  party  diflin&ions,  that  we  are  fuperior  to  any  petty 
fcramble  for  places  and  power,  that  time  is  the  prefent. — 
Sir,  in  fpeaking  upon  thefe  topics,  I  do  find  a  difpofition 
in  fome  gentlemen  to  rebuke  any  man  who  fhall  deliver  any 
opinion  with  refpe&  to  the  Firfi:  Conful  of  France.  One 
hon.  Gentleman,  who  rebuked  an  hon.  General  that  fpoke 
before  him,  declared  that  he  would  not  give  his  opinion 
with  refpe£t  to  the  condu£t  of  France  to  Switzerland  ;  and! 
what  does  his  rebuke  amount  to  ?  He  confefles  that  upon 
that  fubje&  there  can  be  but  one  opinion.  Why  then,  Sir, 
be  either  adopts  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  General  or  not.  If 
he  does  adopt  it,  he  gives  as  ftrong  an  opinion  againft  the 
condu£t  of  France  as  can  pofiibly  be  given.  If  he  does  not 
adopt  it,  why  then  all  we  can  fay  is,  that  there  are  two  opi¬ 
nions.  But  what,  he  afks,  has  Switzerland  to  do  with  the 
queftion  ?  It  has  this  to  do  with  it.  The  hon.  General  in¬ 
troduced  the  fubjedf  in  this  way  ;  he  contends  that  a  power 
which  is  capable  of  fuch  unprovoked  aggreffion,  and  fuch 
perfidy,  is  the  power  that  ought  tQ  be  watched.  But  the 
hon.  Gentleman  goes  on  to  aflert,  that  we  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  cafe  of  Switzerland,  nothing  to  do  with  France, 
nothing  but  with  her  power  : — Nothing  but  her  power! — as 
if  that  were  little.  He  afks  too  where  is  the  great  differ¬ 
ence  between  France  under  the  Bourbons  and  under  her  pre¬ 
fent  ruler  ?  Wy,  Sir,  the  hon.  General  inferred,  from  the 
% 

condudt  of  France,  that  with  her  growing  power  fhe  had  a 
growing  difpofition  to  mifchief.  But  is  that  power,  de¬ 
mands  the  hon.  Gentleman,  greater  now  than  it  was  laft 
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June  ?  Perhaps  it  is  not,  Sir.  But  her  mifchievous  -difpcu 
fition  is  greater  ;  and  if  I  am  afked  to  bring  a  proof  of  the 
truth  of  my  afiertion,  I  mud  bring  the  cafe  of  Switzerland- 
Sir,  if  fee  a  purpofed  contempt  of  the  independence  of  a 
nation  ;  if  I  fee  a  perfidious  difregard  of  the  faith  of  trea¬ 
ties  ;  if  I  fee  power  withdraw  her  afiiflance,  only  to  re¬ 
turn  and  entrap  a  country  of  freemen  witli  greater  certainty  ; 
why  then  I  fay  there  has  been  a  change,  and  a  great  change 
too,  and  that  fuch  a  power  we  have  a  right  to  watch.  Bur, 
fays  the  hon.  Gentleman,  we  have  no  right  to  make  ufe  of 
inve£lives  againft  the  Firft  Conful  of  France.  I  will  ab- 
ftain  if  I  can  ;  I  fay  if  I  can,  becaufe  I  feel  that  even  a  fim- 
ple  narrative  may  be  conftrued  into  inve£tive.  With  regard 
to  the  general  queftion  of  a  difpofition  to  peace  or  war,  I 
for  one  declare,  that  I  am  as  ftrongly  and  as  fincerely  for  the 
preferyation  of  peace  as  any  man,  and  that  I  do  not  confi- 
tier  war  as  any  remedy  for  the  evils  complained  of.  If  a 
war  fpirit  be  fpringing  up  in  this  country,  if  a  chivalrous 
difpofition  be  obfervable,  if  a  fentiment  of  indignation  be 
rifing  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  treatment  of  Switzerland,  I 
for  one  {hall  contend  that  the  treatment  of  Switzerland  is 
no  caufe  of  war.  I  would  therefore  fay,  preferve  peace  if 
poflible  :  peace  if  poftible,  becaufe  the  effects  of  war,  al¬ 
ways  calamitous,  may  be  calamitous  ir.  buckling,  as 
we  fhould  be  forced  to  do,  all  our  1  ftrenoth  to 

that  power  in  a  conteft  with  her  ,  grounds.  I  re” 

peat,  therefore,  peace  if  per  I  add,  refinance, 

prompt,  refolute,  determir  uee  to  the  firft  aggreffion, 

be  the  confequences  v  jay.  Influenced  by  thefe 

fentiments,  I  (hall  v  ily- and  cheerfully  for  this  large 

peace  eftablifhm  n  is  becaufe  I  fhail  vote  for  it 

that  I  think  ond  to  ftate  my  reafons.  Sir,  fome 

?eTvl3'  con  Oder  what  they  advance  as  fo  many 

-  ^ar  to  need  explanation  or  to  require  defence. 
-  - aen  I  vote  fo  large  an  eftabliftimenr,  I  think  myfelf 
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ttOt  at  liberty  to  bind  fuch  a  burthen  upon  my  confluents* 
without  dating  the  grounds  upon  which  I  a&,  and  the  prin¬ 
ciples  by  which  I  am  prompted.  Sir,  I  have  liftened  with 
all  the  attention  I  am  matter  of  to  the  different  arguments 
that  have  been  advanced  in  the  prefent  debate.  One  hori* 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  fecond,  appears  to  be  a  decided  enemy 
to  a  great  eftablifhment,  and  the  reafons  he  gave  for  his  op- 
pofition,  I  confefs,  perfectly  aftonifhed  me.  Luckily  he 
has  no  r*apid  flippancy  in  his  manner;  his  fentiments  are 
delivered  toQ,foberly  and  fedately  to  be  miftaken.  I  am  fure 
I  mean  nothing  difrefpe&ful  to  that  gentleman,  who  amply 
repays  the  attention  that  is  paid  to  him.  But  he  fays,  if 
Minifters  had  only  faid  to  him  that  danger  exifted,  he 
■would  for  one  have  voted  for  the  force  propofed.  Does 
he  doubt  the  danger?  He  complains  that  his  Majefty’s 
Minifters  do  not  ftate  it  precifely.  But  does  he  pretend  that 
he  does  not  fee  and  feel  it  ?  Can  any  one  look  at  the  map  of 
Europe  and  be  blind  to  it  ?  Can  any  one  have  a  heart  to  re¬ 
fill  apprehended  injury,  and  fay  that  we  ought  not  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  ?  But  he  afks,  why  raife  only  110,000  men?  You  can 
never  equal  the  military  power  of  France,  and  as  you  can* 
not,  why  flop  at  110,000?  Why  not  raife  120,  130, 
140,000?  If  this  argument  be  worth  any  thing,  it  applies 
equally  to  our  raifing  only  1000.  Why,  if  we  can  never  be 
equal  to  France,  raife  a  man  ?  Another  Gentleman,  who 
fpoke  laft,  has  alluded  to  alliances,  and  I  agree  perfectly 
with  him  in  what  he  advanced  againft  making  any  pledges. 
He  has  alluded  to  the  fate  of  the  pledges  made  in  the  war  of 
the  fucceffon,  in  the  war  of  1741  ;  but  if  he  meant  to  be 
impartial ;  he  need  not  have  gone  back  fo  far  ;  he  need  not 
have  travelled  beyond  the  laft  war  ;  he  might  have  men- 
1  tioned  the  pledges  then  given  ;  he  might  have  recolle&ed  the 
pledge  of  never  giving  up  the  Netherlands  ;  he  might  have 
recalled  to  our  minds  the  pledge  of  obtaining  indemnity  for 
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the  pad,  and  fecurity  for  the  future ;  he  might  have  dwelt 
upon  the  pledge  of  exhauding  the  lad  drop  of  our  blood  in 
the  conteft  for  religion,  order,  and  civilized  fociety,  the  tots 
certatum  corpore  regni  ;  he  might  have  reminded  us  of  all 
thefe  pledges  made,  and  of  all  of  them  having  been  aban¬ 
doned.  He  confefles  his  warmth  of  friend (h i p  for  the  late 
Minifter,  and  he  certainly  never  (hewed  it  more  than  in  (lop¬ 
ping  fo  (hort  with  his  hidorical  narrative  of  pledges.  The 
next  excellent  reafoning  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
fecond  againd  the  propofed  vote  is,  that  the  firfi  year  of  war 
there  will  be  an  immenfe  army  drawn  upon  the  oppofite 
coaft,  and  therefore,  now  it  is  not  necelfary  to  be  prepared. 
When  the  army  is  upon  your  fhores,  when  the  trumpet  of 
the  enemy  founds  at  your  gates,  then  it  is  time  to  be  pre«* 
pared.  Appearance  of  fecurity,  he  c<  mends,  gives,  often, 
the  effe&  of  fecurity.  If  we  have  large  armies,  France  will 
think  we  raife  them  through  fear  ;  if  we  do  not  have  them, 
(he  will  think  that  we  feel  ourfelves  perfectly  fecure.  I  have 
heard  indaqces,  Sir,  where  mounting  wooden  guns  upcn  a 
fort  has  produced  the  fame  fecurity  as  if  there  had  been  real 
ones.  But  unluckily  in  this  indance  for  us,  by  our  conftitu- 
tional  form  of  proceeding,  our  whole  force  mud  be  known: 
we  cannot  pafs  upon  an  enemy  wooden  guns,  and  an  army  at 
Brentford.  If  we  vote  no  force,  an  enemy  will  know  we 
have  none.  But  have  no  arms,  throw  away  your  guns,  is 
the  advice  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Sir,  when  every  houfe 
in  my  neighbourhood  has  been  attacked  and  robbed  by  a 
gang  of  ruffians,  how  my  having  no  arms  is  to  fave  me  from 
a  vifit  from  them,  I  mud  leave  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  ex¬ 
plain.  His  next  argument  is,  "hat  it  is  unreafonable  in  us 
to  believe  that  Bonaparte  v  be  at  war  with  us ;  for 

he  thinks  the  French  3  to  gain  by  invafion.  No-» 

thing  to  gain  ?  ^  they  to  lofe  but  that  of  which 

it  1ms  beer  e  fa  much  to  fpare,  and  what  have 

they 
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they  not  to  gatft  ?  Sir,  I  cannot  but  think  this  as  unbecom¬ 
ing  a  fentiment  as  ever  was  tittered.  But  it  is  unreafonablc 
to  thi#k  that  the  French  wiftt  to  meddle  with  us.  Why,  I 
proteft  I  cannot  explain.  If,  as  has  been  faid,  they  have 
felt  our  arms,  they  Who  have  been  every  where  elfe  fuccefs- 
ful,  cannot  but  view  the  only  power  whofe  arms  they  have 
feh  with  feelings  of  warm  refentment,  and  with  fentiments 
of  mortified  pride.  But  look  at  the  map  of  Europe  ;  there, 
where  a  great  man  (who,  however,  was  always  wrong  on 
this  fubjedt)  faid,  he  looked  for  France,  and  found  nothing 
but  a  chafm.  Look  at  that  map  now,  and  fee  nothing  but 
France.  It  is  in  our  power  to  meafure  her  territory,  to 
reckon  her  population,  but  it  is  fcarcely  within  the  grafp  of 
any  man’s  mind  to  meafure  the  ambition  of  Bonaparte, 
Why,  when  all  Europe  bows  down  before  him — why,  when 
he  has  fubdued  the  whole  continent,  he  fhould  feel  fuch  great 
refpect  for  us,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  difeover.  If  then  it  be  true, 
as  I  have  dated,  that  his  ambition  is  of  that  immeafureable 
nature,  there  are  abundant  and  obvious  reafons  why  it  mud 
be  progreflive — reafons  much  (Longer  than  any  that  could 
have  been  ufed  under  the  power  of  the  Bourbons,  They 
■were  ambitious,  but  it  was  not  fo  neceflary  for  them  to  feed 
their  fubjedts  with  the  fpoils  and  plunder  of  war  ;  they  had 
the  attachment  of  a  long  edablifhed  family  applied  to  them  ; 
they  had  the  effeft  and  advantage  of  hereditary  fucceffion. 
But  I  fee  in  the  very  fituation  and  compofition  of  the  power 
of  Bonaparte  a  phyfical  neceffity  for  him  to  go  on  in  this  bar¬ 
ter  with  his  fubjedls,  and  to  promife  to  make  them  the  maf- 
ters  of  the  world  if  they  will  confent  to  be  his  (laves.  I  fee 
then,  I  repeat,  this  ftrong  reafon  for  his  purfuing  this  fyftem 
of  policy.  If  that  be  the  cafe,  mud  not  his  mod  anxious 
looks  be  directed  to  Great  Britain  ?  Every  thing  elfe  is  petty 
and  contemptible  compared  with  it.  Ruffia,  if  not  in  his 
power,  is  at  lead  in  his  influence — Pruffla  is  at  his  beck — 
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Italy  is  his  vafTal — Holland  is  in  his  grafp  —  Spain  at  his  nod 
— Turkey  in  his  toils — Portugal  at  his  foot  ; — when  1  fee 
this,  can  I  hefitate  in  ftating  my  feelings,  {fill  lefs  can  I  he- 
litate  in  giving  a  vote  that  fhall  put  us  upon  our  guard 
againft  the  machinations  and  workings  of  fuch  an  ambition  ? 
But  it  has  been  faid,  that  it  is  poffible  he  may  mean  nothing 
more  than  rivalry  of  commerce.  Happy,  Sir,  fhall  I  be  if 
fuch  an  idea  enter  into  his  head  at  all,  much  more  if  it  form 
part  of  his  plans.  But  I  confefs  I  cannot  fee  that  it  does.  I 
mark  him  taking  pofitions  calculated  to  deftroy  our  com¬ 
merce,  but  I  do  not  find  him  doing  any  thing  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  the  trade  of  the  two  countries.  I  fee  him  anxious 
to  take  poffeffion  of  Louifiana,  and  to  ufe  the  ports  of  St. 
Domingo  to  carry  out  Well  India  and  Jamaica  trade.  I 
can  conceive  a  poffible  cafe,  in  which  fuch  pofitions  might 
be  taken  as  to  force  us  to  furrender  our  commerce  without  -a 
ffroke.  An  ignorant  obferver  may  fee  two  armies,  and  may 
Fay  there  is  no  war,  becaufe  there  is  no  battle  ;  yet  one  of 
them  may  make  fuch  movements  as  to  compel  the  other  to 
furrender  without  (friking  a  blow. 

Of  the  commercial  talents  of  Bonaparte,  I  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  know  but  little  ;  but  bred  in  camps,  it  cannot  be 
imagined  that  his  commercial  knowledge  can  be  very  great  ; 
and,  indeed,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  he  is  proceeding  in 
the  old  plan  of  heavy  duties  and  prohibitions.  But  he 
would  go  a  fliorter  way  to  work  with  us.  The  old  country 
has  credit  and  capital,  and  commercial  enterprife  ;  and  he 
may  think,  if  he  can  fubjugate  us,  that  he  can  carry  them 
off  to  France  like  fo  many  bulls  and  marbles.  But  he  would 
find  himfelf  miflaken  ;  that  credit  would  vyhhei  under  the 
gripe  of  power;  that  capital  would  fink  into  the  earth,  if 
trodden  upon  by  the  foot  of  a  defpot.  That  commercial 

enterprife  would,  I  believe,  lofe  all  its  vigour  in  the  prelence 

•  - 

of  an  arbitrary  government.  No,  Sir,  inftead  of  putting  his 
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nation  apprentice  to  commerce,  he  has  other  ideas  in  \\i$ 
head.  My  humble  apprehenfion  is,  that,  though  in  the 
tablet  and  volume  of  his  mind  there  may  be  fome  marginal 
note  about  calhiering  the  King  of  Etruria  ;  yet,  that  the 
whole  text  is  occupied  with  the  dedru&ion  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  This  is  the  fird  vifion  -that  breaks  upon  him  through 
the  gleam  of  the  morning  ;  this  is  his  lad  prayer  at  night, 
to  whatever  Deity  he  addredes  it,  whether  to  Jupiter,  or  to 
Mahomet  ;  to  the  Goddefs  of  Battles,  or  to  the  Goddefs  of 
Reafon.  But,  Sir,  the  only  confolation  is,  that  he  is  a  great 
philofopher  and  philanthropid.  I  believe  this  hyper-philan¬ 
thropy  has  done  more  harm  than  ever  it  did  good.  He  has 
difcovere'd  that  we  all  belong  to  the  Wedern  family.  Sir, 
I  confefs  Jr  feel  a  fentiment  of  deep  indignation,  when  I 
hear  (I  take  it  from  report)  that  this  fcrap  of  nonfenfe  was 
uttered  to  one  of  the  mod  enlightened  of  the  human  race. 
To  this  family  party  I  do  not  wi(h  to  belong.  He  may  in¬ 
vite  perfons,  if  he  pleafe,  to  dinner,  and,  like  Lord  Peter, 
fay,  that  this  tough  crud  is  excellent  mutton.  He  may  tofs 
a  feeptre  to  the  King  of  Etruria  to  play  with,  and  keep  a 
rod  to  fcourge  him  in  the  corner  ;  he  may  have  thought  at 
fird  his  Cifalpine  Republic  a  fine  growing  child,  and  may 
have  found  it  a  ricketty  bantling  ;  but  I  feel  contempt  for 
all  this  mockery.  Let  us,  Sir,  abdain  from  inve£live,  only 
let  us  fpeak  the  truth.  Why,  Sir,  what  I  have  faid  is 
nothing  but  the  truth.  Let  us  be  vifiting  acquaintance, 
but  I  do  implore  him  not  to  confider  us  as  one  of  the  fa¬ 
mily.  Perhaps,  Sir,  it  is  unnecedary  for  me  to  date  any 
more  reafons  for  voting  for  this  large  peace  edablifliment. 
All  I  defire  is,  not  to  have  it  underdood  that  in  dating  my 
fears,  I  fpeak  from  a  well  informed  judgment.  On  that 
account  it  is  that  I  fay  do  not  go  to  war  ;  on  that  account 
it  is  that  I  date  my  apprehenfions  as  rational  grounds- for 
great  vigilance,  and  for  drong  preparation.  Sir,  there  arc 
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two  other  points  prefTed  by  feveral  Gentlemen,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  refer.  I  mean  the  fitnefs  of  the  perfons  in 
power,  and  the  fpiritof  the  people.  The  power  of  the 
country  confifts  in  its  army,  its  navy,  and  its  finance,  in 
the  talent  and  integrity  of  its  minifters,  and,  above  all,  in 
the  fpirit  of  the  people.  Upon  this  fecond  branch  of  the 
queftion,  though  I  have  faid  feme  things  which  may  be 
confidered  as  grateful  to  that  party  which  may  be  denomi¬ 
nated  the  war  party,  yet  I  fear  I  {hall  be  compelled  to  fiate 
by  and  by  fome  circumftances  that  may  not  be  quite  fo 
agreeable  to  them.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  importance  to  the 
Houfe  perhaps  to  know  why  I  was  abfent  on  the  two  firft 
days  of  the  fefTion.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  the  part  which 
men  would  take,  and  I  do  confefs  I  never  felt  fo  much  dif- 
guft  at  any  circumftance,  as  to  find  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
feftion,  inftead  of  an  unanimous  vote  for  vigilance  and  pre¬ 
paration,  a  call  from  fome  to  give  us  back  our  places.  The 
noble  Lord’s  friends  may  be  divided  into  two  claffes ;  thofe 
who  call  for  a  change  of  Minifters,  and  for  war.  And  here 
I  muft  fay,  Sir,  for  one,  that  I  thank  them  for  their  frank- 
nefs  in  ftating  what  they  have  done,  becaufe  their  franknefs 
is  an  antidote  to  the  fury  of  their  counfels.  The  noble  Lord 
fays,  we  don’t  want  to  go  to  war  ;  we  only  wifti  to  have 
other  perfons  in  power  ;  the  noble  Lord  deals  with  the  iii- 
genuoufnefs  of  youth,  as  I  fay;  with  the  inexperience  of 
youth,  according  to  others.  But  what  fhould  we  get  by  this 
change?  Would  thofe  perfons  he  recommends  have  a£ted 
differently  from  the  prefent  Minifters?  Would  they  nave 
gone  to  war  for  any  of  the  events  that  have  occurred  fince 
the  peace  ?  VVr ould  they  have  gone  to  war  for  the  annexing 
of  Piedmont  to  France  ?  for  the  Cifalpine  Republic  ?  for 
the  invafion  of  Switzerland?  No,  for  none  of  thefe.  They 
would  have  done  as  Minifters  have  done,  but  more  vigo- 
rpufiy  ;  they  would  have  fhewn  more  grumbling  patience ; 

v B  2  they 

v.  • 

i 


r  12  ] 


they  would  have  made  wry  faces  ;  they  would  not  have  flood 
with  their  hands  before  them  ;  no,  but  with  their  arms  a- 
kimbo.  What  would  they  have  got  by  this?  Would  ney 
have  obtained  any  thing  more  by  all  this  grudging  and  win¬ 
cing  ?  Would  fuch  a  mode  of  condudl  have  become  the  cha- 
radfer  and  dignity  of  the  country?  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  in¬ 
ferred,  becaufe  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  me  did 
none  of  thefe  things,  that  he  felt  no  indignation.  I  learn 
from  his  Majefly’s  fpeech,  every  word  of  which  I  approve, 
that  his  Miniflers  are  determined  not  to  be  fbut  out  of  the 
continent.  I  fay,  Sir,  I  approve  of  the  fpeech,  becaufe  it 
fatisfied  me  that  a  fenfe  of  wrong,  and  a  refentment  of  in-, 
jury,  may  live  under  moderate  language.  But  thefe  Mi- 
Differs,  it  feems,  are  the  incapable  Gentlemen.  Will  Gen¬ 
tlemen  fhew  us  any  adt  of  bafe  fubmiflion  on  their  part  ?  If 
they  can ;  if  they  prove  that  they  did  any  adl  with  refpedl 
to  Switzerland,  and  meanly  retradled  it  afterwards,  I  will  be 
the  fiiff  to  inveigh  againff  them.  But  thefe  Gentlemen  fhew 
us  no  fuch  adfs  ;  they  feem  as  if  they  confidered  the  Minif- 
ters,  now  the  drudgery  of  figning  the  peace  is  done,  as  funcii 
cfficiis,  and  as  if  they  ought  to  go  out  ;  as  if  one  was  a  mere 
goofe  quill,  and  the  other  a  flick  of  fealing  wax,  which  are 
done  with,  and  ought  to  be  thrown  under  the  table.  We 
know  that  Tcuchjlone  fays,  as  a  good  ground  of  quarrel, 
“  That  he  don’t  like  the  cut  of  a  certain  courtier’s  beard.” 

Non  amo  te,  Sabidi,  nec  pofium  dicere  quare, 

Hoc  tantum  pofium  dicere,  non  amo  te  I 

The  Englifh  parody  may  be  more  applicable  to  thefe 
Gentlemen  : 


I  do  not  like  thee,  Dr.  Fell, 

The  reafon  why  I  cannot  tell  ; 

But  this,  I’m  fure,  I  know  full  well, 

I  do  not  like  like  thee,  Dr.  Fell. 

‘ .  .  • ,  *  ,  • . . 
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It  Is  fair,  Sir,  to  fay,  that  this  Englifh  parody,  fo  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  the  Dodlor,  proceeds  from  the  mouth  of  a  fair 
lady,  who  has  privileges  to  like. and  difiike.,  which  would  ill 
become  a  member  of  this  Houfe.  Sir,  I  contend  that  no 
folid  reafon  has  been  offered  to  be  urged  againff  thefe  Minif- 
ters.  How,  I  would  afk,  has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  people  ?  And  why  are  we  told 
that  there  is  but  one  man  alone  that  can  fave  the.  country* 
But  it  feems,  and  I  muff  frankly  confefs  that  I  was  utterly 
aftonilhed  when  I  heard  fuch  an  affertion  made  ufe  of,  that 
his  Majefty’s  Minifters  aflumed  the  reins  of  Government  at 
a  mod  inviting  period.  Sir,  I  defy  any  man  to  ihew  me  a 
period  of  greater  difficulty.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who, 
in  the  chair  of  this  Houfe,  had  fo  amply  deferved  and  fecured 
the  refpedl  of  every  member  in  it,  could  not  but  have  quit¬ 
ted  it  with  feelings  of  regret. —  But  the  expeditions  to  the 
Baltic  and  to  Egypt  were  prepared  :  true ;  yet  was  fuccefs 
certain  ?  Was  it  not  the  adl  of  chance,  and  the  great  fkill 
fhewn  by  the  noble  Admiral  (Nelfon)  that  brought  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  the  Baltic  to  a  favourable  iffue  ?  Did  the  late  Minif¬ 
ters  conceal  their  fears  with  refpedf  to  the  expedition  to 
Egypt  t  That  it  was  mod  glorious  in  its  event,  and  that  the 
country  ought  to  bind  the  brows  of  the  meaneft  foldier  en¬ 
gaged  in  it  with  laurels,  I  am  ready  to  allow.  But  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that,  after  the  expedition  had  been  off  the 
coaff:  in  Italy,  and  was  in  Marmorice  Bay,  orders  were 
fent  to  flop  the  expedition  altogether.  With  refpedf  to  the 
negociations  for  peace,  their  predecefiors  knew  that  the  pre- 
fent  Minifters  would  have  to  deal  with  men  who.  it  might 
be  fuppofed,  would  be  glad  of  an  occafion  to  retort  the  info- 
lence  of  Lord  Grenville’s  letter.  If  the  enemv  had  parodied 
that  letter  as  their  only  anfwer  to  us,  if  they  had  faid  we 
will  wait  for  experience  and  the  evidence  of  fa£ls,  with  re- 
fjpecl  to  the  new  Miniftry  ;  if  they  had  faid,  reftore  that  old 
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Wing  conftitution  which  the  former  Miniflers  have  fo  im** 
paired,  we  might  have  thought  fuch  condu£l  trifling,  and 
beneath  them  ;  but  we  could  not  have  queftioned  its  fairnefs. 
Sir,  though  his  Majefly’s  Miniflers  rauft  have  been  prepared 
to  expect  humiliation  ;  yet  they  made  peace,  I  will  venture 
to  fay,  on  terms  comparatively  more  advantageous  to  the 
country  than  thofe  that  were  offered  at  Lifle.  Of  thefe  Mi- 
mfters,  Sir,  I  know  alfo  that  they  have  not  renewed  any  of 
their  predeceffors’  oppreflive  adts.  But  this,  fome  gentlemen 
will  contend,  is  a  proof  of  their  weaknefs  and  unfitnefs. 
Never  too,  Sir,  did  the  Treafury  interfere  fo  little  in  the 
General  Eledlion.  This  again  may  be  advanced  by  fome 
as  an  inflance  of  their  incapacity.  Nay,  the  North  was 
left  almoft  to  a  member  of  the  late  Adminiflration.  V/hen, 
therefore,  gentlemen  talk  in  future  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  being  the 
fitted  perfon  to  fave  the  country,  they  ought  to  add  alfo  the 
name  of  Mr.  Dundas.  But  what  did  thefe  gentlemen, expe£t 
from  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer?  We  treated 
him,  when  in  the  chair  of  this  Houfe,  with  the  refpeft  he 
merited.  He  has,  I  believe,  Sir,  over  our  prefent  worthy 
Speaker,  the  advantage  in  attitude ;  but  did  they  expedf  that 
when  he  was  Minifler  he  was  to  (land  up  and  call  Europe 
to  order  ?  Was  he  to  send  Mr.  Coleman,  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  to  the  Baltic,  and  order  the  Northern  Powers  to  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  ?  Was  he  to  fee  the  Powers  of  Gerfriany 
fcrambling  like  members  over  the  benches,  and  fay,  Gentle¬ 
men  muft  take  their  places  ?  Was  he  expe&ed  Jo  caft  his 
eye  to  Italy,  and  exclaim,  that  ftrangers  muft  withdraw? 
Was  he  to  fland  acrofs  the  Rhine,  and  fay,  the  Germans  to 
the  right,  and  the  French  to  the  left  ?  If  he  could  have  done 
ali  thefe  things,  I  for  one  fhould  always  vote,  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  appointed  the  Minifler  of  the  country. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  done  all  that  a  reafonahle 
man  CGuld  expedl  him  to  do.  Sir,  I  confefs,  I  wifli  to 
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know  what  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf  thinks.  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  hear  what  his  fentiments  are  of  the  call  made  for  him, 
and  loudly  made  too,  in  another  place  by  a  vigorous 
Statefman.  I  well  remember,  Sir,  and  fo  do  we  all,  the 
character  he  gave  of  the  prefent  Adminlftration.  The 
jufticeofhis  character  of  the  Fi r fl  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
no  man  can  queftion.  Of  the  accuracy  of  his  judgment 
with  refpeit  to  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
it  does  not  become  us  to  entertain  a  doubt.  The  noble 
Secretary  of  State  was  better  qualified  for  the  fituation  than 
any  man  in  the  country,  with  an  exception  made,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  in  favour  of  my  hon.  Friend  near  me  (Mr.  Fox). 
Does  Mr.  Pitt  mean  toretra£l  that  character?  I  cannot  fup- 
pofe  he  does.  I  mull  believe  that  he  left,  in  his  judgment,  the 
beft  adtpiniftration  that  could  be  left.  I  have  heard  fome  gen¬ 
tlemen  attach  to  the  prefent  Miniftry  the  appellation  of  a 
mawkifh  mixture;  but  if  I  were  to  compare  them  to  any 
thing,  I  (hould  fay,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  Ex-Secretary  of 
War,  a£ted  as  men  fond  of  wine  (which  I  certainly  do  not 
mean  to  impute  to  them  as  a  fault),  and  drinking  a  bottle  of 
Tokay.  Though  you  may  take  what  appears  to  be  the  beft, 
and  leave  only  what  feems  to  be  the  lees,  yet  if  you  only  pour 
a  bottle  of  good  white  wine  upon  them,  you  have  as  good  a 
bottle  of  Tokay  as  ever.  Sir,  I  think  the  mixture  as  good 
and  as  wholefome  to  the  conftitution  as  it  could  have  been.  I 
am  fure  I  hear  with  joy  that  it  is  not  on  account  of  ill  health 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded  is  ab- 
fent.  I  repeat,  Sir,  when  I  fee  fo  many  perfons  anxious 
about  that  gentleman,  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  his  health  is 
re-eftablifhed.  But  how,  I  would  afk,  can  we,  with  any 
confiftency,  turn  out  the  man  who  made  the  peace,  to  bring 
in  the  perfon  who  avowed  his  approbation  of  it?  Sir,  it  is 
fince  that  peace  was  made  that  gentlemen  have  voted  a  fiatue 
to  Mr.  Pitt ;  but  whenever  they  erect  that  ftaiue,  let  them 
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£over  it  with  laurels  fo  as  not  to  (hew  its  nofe  ;  yet  ftill  d 
piece  of  the  olive  mu 0:  go  with  it,  for  he  approved  and  fup- 
ported  the  peace.  Sir,  1  Cannot  perfuade  myfelF  to  think  he 
is  playing  a  double  game,  or  that  he  has  retraced  the  opinion 
he  delivered  in  this  Houfe;  but  every  thing  fhould  (land 
plain  j  every  thing  fhould  be  explicit.  I  have  heard  of 
one  perfon  playing  two  different  games  at  chefs,  for  two  dif¬ 
ferent  perfons  at  the  fame  time  ;  but  I  never  heard  of  a  per¬ 
fon  playing  one  of  his  hands  againfl:  the  other.  I  fufpe£l, 
therefore,  there  has  been  fome  miftake  in  the  telegraphic 
communication  ;  that  the  political  Philidor’s-game  has  been 
mifunderflood ;  that  his  friends  have  di (placed  a  knight  and 
a  cable,  w’hen  they  fhould  only  have  taken  two  pawns  5  that 
they  have  made  an  attempt  to  checkmate  the  King,  when 
they  had  no  inftru£lions  for  doing  it.  Sir,  I  cannot  fo#rget  the 
period  when  the  augufl:  perfonage  of  the  Sovereign  was  held 
up  as  the  only  man  who  w?as  againfl  extending  privileges  to 
the  Catholics  in  Ireland;  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  brook  the 
idea  of  calling  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  back  to  power,  and 
forcing  him  upon  the  crown.  I  expe&ed  when  I  came  into 
this  Houfe  to  hear  much  faid  againfl  Bonaparte,  but  I  had 
not  the  flighted  expectation  of  hearing  any  thing  againfl  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown.  Mr.  Pitt  the  only  man  to  fave 
the  country  1  No  Angle  man  can  fave  the  country.  If  a  na¬ 
tion  depends  only  upon  one  man,  it  cannot,  and,  I  will  add, 

-  ^ 

it  does  not  deferve  to  be  faved  ;  it  can  only  be  done  by  the 
Parliament  and  the  people.  Sir,  I  fay,  therefore,  I  cannot 
believe  that  there  is  a  back  and  a  fore  door  to  this  Egeriari 
grotto.  We  have  all  heard,  I  dare  fay,  of  a  claflical  exhibi¬ 
tion  in  this  town,  The  Inviftble  Girl.  Here,  however,  I  hope 
we  fhall  have  no  whifperings  backwards  and  forwards,  no 
fpeaking  through  tubes,  no  inviflble  agency.  I  hope  too> 
that  we  fhall  have  it  declared,  as  it  ought  to  be,  that  thefe 
opinions,  which  have  been  rumoured  about,  are  unfounded. 

I  fhall 
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1  (hall  now  addrefs  a  few  words  to  thofe  gentlemen  who 
would  hurry  us  into  war  ;  and  here,  Sir,  I  muft  fay,  that  of 
all  perfons  living,  the  Ex- Secretary  of  War  is  the  lad  man 
who  can  confidently  call  out  for  war.  He  defpifed  the 
warning  voice  of  my  hon.  Friend,  he  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
his  predictions  that  we  (hould  only  confolidate  and  drengthen 
the  power  of  France.  His  anfwers  always  were  as  if  he 
(hould  defpife  the  power  of  France,  could  he  but  fee  Jaco** 
binifm  deflroyed.  Is  it  not  dedroyed  ? 

€<  Approach  thou  like  the  rugged  Ruffian  bear; 

The  arm’d  rhinoceros,  or  the  Hyrcanian  tiger — 

Take  any  fhape  but  that,  and  my  firm  nerves 
Shall  never  tremble — ” 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman’s  wifhes  are  gratified  ;  Ja- 
cobinifm  is  killed  and  gone,  and  by  whom?  Ey  him 
who  can  no  longer  be  called  the  Child  and  Champion  of 
Jacobinifm — by  Bonaparte.  I  remember  to  have  heard  Ja- 
cobinifm  compared  to  Antseus,  who  gained  drength  at  every 
throw  :  but  Bonaparte  proceeded  like  Hercules;  he  gave  it  a 
true  fraternal  hug,  and  drangled  it.  Did  the  French  annex 
Piedmont,  did  they  enter  Switzerland  with  the  Rights  of 
Man  ?  Did  they  talk  of  thofe  rights  when  Bonaparte  told 
the  people  of  Italy  they  were  a  fet  of  dolts  and  drivellers, 
and  were  unfit  to  govern  themfelves?  But  now  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  feems  in  a  greater  fright  than  ever.  He  feems 
as  if  he  had  rather  have  the  old  ghod  back  again.  Mod 
whimfically  he  wants  to  unite  all  parties  againd  France — - 

Black  fpirits  and  white, 

Blue  fpirits  and  grey, 

all  are  welcome  to  him.  The  moderate  Jacobins  he  takes 
to  his  bofom;  they  were  only  milled  by  their  feelings.  The 
violent  Jabobins  he  appeals  to  as  men  of  proud  fpirits.  He 
wilhes  to  fing  Ca  Ira  to  them,  and  to  head  them  all.  Oh  I 
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had  I,  he  fighs,  but  plenty  of  Jacobins' here  !  But  on  whaf 
principle  would  they  carry  on  the  war  ?  If  they  were  able 
to  curtail  the  power  of  Bonaparte,  would  not  their  views  in- 
creafe,  and  would  they  ever  flop  without  making  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  regicide  Republic  ?  If  they  will  fpeak  out  fairly, 
will  they  not  confefs  this  ?  Will  the  country,  then,  for  fuch 
a  purpofe  confent  to  turn  out  the  prefent  Minifters?  Sir, 
upon  the  fpirit  of  the  country  I  wifh  to  fay  a  few  words.  I 
have  heard  from  one  noble  Lord,  with  regret,  what  I  hope 
was  but  a  flip,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  country  is  worn  out. 
I  think  that  noble  Lord  mud  retradl  that  idea.  Sir,  I  cer¬ 
tainly  looked  to  the  rejoicings  at  the  peace  as  an  unmanly  and 
irrational  exultation.  Do  l  rebuke  the  people  for  rejoicing 
at  the  bleflings  of  peace?  No,  Sir,  but  for  rejoicing  without 
afking  about  the  terms.  Did  they  rejoice  that  we  had  gained 
Trinidad  and  Ceylon?  Would  two  farthing  candles  have 
been  burnt  lefs  had  we  not  obtained  them  ?  No,  Sir,  if  they 
had  believed  that  they  had  been  fighting  for  civilized  order, 
morality,  and  religion  ;  and  if,  believing  this,  they 
exulted  in  fuch  a  peace,  then  it  proves,  that  their  fpi¬ 
rit  was  worn  out.  But  1  allude  to  this,  in  order  that  the 
enemy  may  not  be  led  into  amiftake  upon  the  fubjeft.  Sir^ 
one  of  the  difadvantages  attending  the  prefent  Adminiftration 
is,  that  they  will  not  turn,  when  they  are  attacked  by  the 
laffc  Adminiftration.  They  are  hampered  by  the  votes  they 
gave  for  the  war.  But  from  the  period  of  the  allegations 
that  it  was  a  war  for  the  Scheldt,  I  aflert  that  it  continued 
to  be  a  war  upon  falfe  pretences.  The  people  were  told  that 
it  was  a  war  for  religion  and  good  order,  and  they  found 
that  peace  was  leady  to  be  made  at  Lifte,  without  any  refe¬ 
rence  10  thofe  caufes.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fays,  what 
bafenefs,  what  tneannefs,  while  religion  was  in  their  mouths, 
to  confent  to  fteal  afugar  r  Hand.  It  is  true,  Sir,  though  it  Comes 
a  little  extraordinarily  from  that  man  who  was  one  of  theCa- 
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bfhct  Minifters  at  the  time  of  the  negotiation  at  Lifle.  It 
(hould  appear  as  if  there  had  indeed  been  great  difcord  in  the 
Cabinet;  there  never  was  greater,  fays  the  hon. Gentleman.. 
They  a&ed  not  merely  like  men  in  a  boat,  rowing  different 
ways,  but  like  men  in  the  boat  of  a  balloon.  Up  the  Ex- 
Secretary  of  War  was  afcending  to  the  clouds,  whilft  Mr. 
Dundas  was  opening  the  valve  and  letting  out  the  gas  to  de- 
fcend ;  while  one  was  throwing  out  ballaft  to  mount  to  the 
moll  chivalrous  heights,  the  other  was  attempting  to  let  drop 
an  anchor  upon  a  Weft  India  Illand.  Each  of  thefe  Mini- 
fters  was  fuffered  to  have  his  favourite  plan.  The  Ex-Secre¬ 
tary  at  War  was  allowed  to  nibble  at  the  Court  of  France, 
the  War  Secretary  of  State  to  make  a  defcent  upon  a  fugar 
illand  ;  and  thus  they  went  on  till  the  letter  from  Lord 
Grenville,  that  letter  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  I  will  add, 
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never  to  be  forgiven,  made  its  appearance,  and  the  people 
took  a  deep  and  fettled  difguft.  Why  did  this  not  appear  ? 
And  this,  Sir,  ought  to  be  a  leffon  to  us.  The  mouths  of  the 
people  were  lhut  and  gagged,  and  the  Government  were 
a£!ing  without  knowing  any  thing  of  their  circumftances. 
Sir,  in  fuch  circumftances,  the  integrity  of  their  minds  was 
difgufted,  and  they  were  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  war  at  any 
rate.  Upon  this  fubje£l  I  have  dwelt  the  more  particularly, 
becaufe  I  wifh  Bonaparte  not  to  miftake  the  caufe  of  the  joy 
of  the  people.  He  (hould  know,  that  if  he  commits  any  a6t  of 
aggreftion  againft  them,  they  are  ready  to  enter  fingly  into  the 
conteft,  rather  than  fuffer  any  attack  upon  their  honour  and 
their  independence.  I  (hall  proceed  no  further.  I  perfectly 
agree  with  my  hon.  Friend,  that  war  ought  to  be  avoided,  though 
he  does  not  agree  with  me  on  the  means  beft  calculated  to 
produce  that  effedt.  From  any  opinion  he  may  exprefs,  I 
never  differ  but  with  the  greateft  reluctance.  For  him  my 
affection,  my  efteem,  and  my  attachment  are  unbounded, 
and  they  will  end  only  with  my  life.  But  I  think  an  im- 

porta» 


/ 


;  r  M  ] 

portant  leffon  is  to  be  learnt  frotn-4he  arrogance  of  Bona¬ 
parte.  He  fays  he  is  an  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  an  Envoy  of  God :  He  fays  he  is  an  inflrument  in  the 
hands  of  Providence  to  reftore  Switzerland  to  happinefs,  and  to 
elevate  Italy  to  fplendor  and  importance.  Sir,  I  think  he  is  an 
inftrument  in  the  hands  of  Providence  to  make  the  Engliih  love 
their  conftitution  the  better  ;  to  cling  to  it  with  more  fond- 
nefs  ;  to  hang  round  it  with  truer  tendernefs.  Every  raa-n 
feels  when  he  returns  from  France  that  he  is  coming  from 
a  dungeon  to  enjoy  the  light  and  life  of  Britifh  independence. 
Sir,  whatever  abufes  exift,  we  (hall  ftill  look  with  pride  and 
pleafure  upon  the  fubftantial  bleftings  we  (till  enjoy.  I  be¬ 
lieve  too,  Sir,  that  he  is  an  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  to  make  us  more  liberal  in  our  political  differences, 
and  to  render  us  determined  with  one  hand  and  heart  to  op- 
pofe  any  aggreftions  that  may  be  made  upon  us.  If  that 
aggreffion  be  made,  my  hon.  Friend  will,  I  am  fure,  agree 
with  me,  that  we  ought  to  meet  it  with  a  fpirit  worthy  of 
thefe  Iflands  ;  that  we  ought  to  meet  it  with  a  conviction  of 
the  truth  of  this  affertion,  that  the  country  which  has  at- 
chieved  fuch  greatnefs,  has  no  retreat  in  littlenefs  ;  that  if 
we  could  be  content  to  abandon  every  thing,  we  ftiould  find 
no  fafety  in  poverty,  no  fecurity  in  abjeCt  fubmiffion  :  fi¬ 
nally,  Sir,  that  we  ought  to  meet  it  with  a  fixed  determina¬ 
tion  to  perifti  in  the  fame  grave  with  the  honour  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  country.” 

(Mr.  Sheridan  fpoke  an  hour  and  a  quarter  ;  it  is  impof* 
fible  for  us  to  attempt  to  deferibe  the  effed  which  his  fpeecft 
produced  upon  the  Houfe.) 
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